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we could not say anything in St. Petersburg till Russia
had expressed some opinion or taken some action. But,
when two days were over, Austria would march into Serbia,
for the Serbians could not possibly accept the Austrian de-
mand. Russia would be compelled by her public opinion
to take action as soon as Austria attacked Serbia, and there-
fore, once the Austrians had attacked Serbia, it would be too
late for any mediation.
I said that I had not contemplated anything being said
in St. Petersburg until after it was clear that there must be
trouble between Austria and Russia. I had thought that if
Austria did move into Serbia, and Russia then mobilised,
it would be possible for the four Powers to urge Austria to
stop her advance, and Russia also to stop hers, pending
mediation. But it would be essential for any chance of
success for such a step that Germany should participate in it.
M. Cambon said that it would be too late after Austria
had once moved against Serbia. The important thing was
to gain time by mediation in Vienna. The best chance of
this being accepted would be that Germany should propose
it to the other Powers.
I said that by this he meant a mediation between Austria
and Serbia.
He replied that it was so.
I said that I would talk to the German Ambassador this
afternoon on the subject.39
In short, Grey said: mediation at Vienna and St. Peters-
burg, but only "after it was clear that there must be trouble
between Austria and Russia." Cambon said: intervene
with mediation at Vienna between Austria and Serbia at
once, and get Germany to propose it.
Cambon Js account of this interview with Grey, however,
supposing it is correctly given in the French Yellow Book,
never mentioned Grey's mediation proposal in the form
Grey really made it to him. Already, earlier that same
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